
Weekly Status & Information Report: February 27 - March 2, 2012 

 

1.  Official City Meetings Scheduled the Week of March 5, 2012: 

- City Council meeting, Monday, March 5, 7:30 p.m. in the Auditorium 

- Emergency Preparedness Committee meeting, Thursday, March 8, 8:30 a.m. in the Hydrangea Room 

All meetings are held in the Community Center and open to the public unless noted otherwise. Contact JessieC@takomagov.org to 

check for cancellations or for additional information.  (City Clerk) 

 

2.  Participate in a Focus Group! Two groups want to know your ideas for improved services: 

-   The Chesapeake Bay Trust wants to hear from people, particularly of various communities of color, about environment-related 

needs and interests. The Trust funds projects to improve stewardship of the local streams, rivers and waterways, but wants to know 

that the projects it is funding meet the needs of different sectors of our community. Individuals, or representatives of churches, 

school groups, community organizations, etc. are encouraged to participate in a focus group on Saturday, March 17 from 2-5 pm at 

the Takoma Park Community Center Lilac Room. Contact Iantha Gantt-Wright at 301-292-6677 or igwright@mac.com to learn more 

about it, say you can attend, or, if you can't attend, share your thoughts. 

-   The Montgomery County Cable office is holding a series of focus groups about what cable and communications technologies 

you need or are interested in seeing in Montgomery County in the future. Cable services have expanded far beyond just cable 

television - internet, phone and mobile technologies are booming. As the County (and Takoma Park) renegotiates franchise 

agreements with Comcast and other cable providers, we need to know what services our community wants to see provided. In order 

to get strong franchise agreements with the cable companies, we need to demonstrate strong community demand for excellent 

services. Two-hour focus groups will be held during the week of March 19. They are organized by interest, but anyone can attend 

any focus group. Interest areas are: Arts Organizations; Neighborhood and Faith-Based Organizations; Businesses and Business 

Organizations; Health and Human Service Organizations; Non-Profit, Civic and Community Organizations; Public Safety Agencies; 

Education K-12 and Colleges; FiberNet Users; Government Agencies; Youth and Youth Groups.  Go to 

www.MontgomeryCountyMD.gov/cable for more information on dates, locations, etc.  (Deputy City Manager) 

 

3.  F4/F6 Metrobus Rider Survey:  A Rider Survey is the first step of a WMATA study on the busy F4/F6 Metrobus lines that travel 

through Takoma Park across East-West Highway (MD 410).  Last Wednesday, paper surveys were available in the buses and 

members of the project team distributed them at popular stops. To learn more about the F4/F6 Study and take the Rider Survey 

online, see: http://metrobus-studies.com/F4-F6/F4-F6-Line.htm.  (Housing & Community Development) 

 

4.  NBA and Takoma Park:  This Saturday, March 3, 100 parents, coaches, and players, from the 2012 Winter Basketball League 

season will be attending an NBA game compliments of the Wizards Community Relations Department.  The tickets were obtained 

by the Takoma Park Recreation Department as a way to say thank you for taking part in the 2012 Winter Basketball League.  For 

those who received tickets, please remember to wear your Winter Basketball League t-shirt to the game. This should be a great 

family night outing!  (Recreation) 

 

5.  Bedtime Story:  Bedtime story hour returns this coming Monday, March 5, at 7:00 p.m.  This program with Ms. Karen 

entertains babies, toddlers, and pre-schoolers with stories, songs and rhymes. Children are invited to come in their p.j.s and bring a 

favorite stuffed toy.  No registration required.  (Library) 

 

6.  Comics Jam:  Graphic novel expert Dave Burbank returns on Tuesday, March 6, at 4:00 p.m. for Comics Jam.  No registration 

necessary.  Just come and help Dave read your favorites on the big screen.  (Library) 

 

7.  Annual Easter Egg Hunt:  The Recreation Department will be hosting its annual Easter Egg hunt on Saturday, April 7, 2012. 

The hunt will begin promptly at 11:00 a.m. and is for girls and boys ages 2 - 8. So, mark your calendars and save the date as you 

won't want to miss out on this "egg"citing time. For additional information please contact Lew McAllister at 301-891-7284 or 

LewM@takomagov.org.  (Recreation) 

 

8.  New Ave Social a Hit with Local Community:  The New Ave Social at Tiffin Indian Kitchen (1341 University Blvd.) last 

Wednesday attracted a broad range of residents, business owners and community leaders from the New Hampshire Avenue 

Corridor. City Staff and community members discussed ongoing projects on the New Ave, like the Ethan Allen Gateway Streetscape 

project, support for community gardens and commercial façade improvements, as well as the Bike to Work Day pit stops happening 

May 18 at Sligo Creek Trail and the Takoma/Langley Crossroads. To keep up to date on new business activity, City projects, and 

community events on the New Ave, see www.theNewAve.com.  (Housing & Community Development) 

 

9.  City Support for Commercial Façade Improvements:  The City's Façade Easement Program provides matching funds to 

business and property owners for physical improvements to building exteriors and their surroundings. The program will provide a 

dollar for dollar match up to 50% of the overall cost for eligible improvement expenses, up to $10,000 per storefront. The application 

deadline is March 31, 2012 and applicants are strongly encouraged to contact staff prior to making a submission. The downloadable 



application packet outlines eligible areas in the city, types of improvements covered in the program, and review process: 

http://www.takomaparkmd.gov/documents/newsfeed/2012%20Facade%20Easement%20Application%20&%20Map.pdf.  For more 

information, contact Erkin Ozberk at (301) 891-7213 or ErkinO@takomagov.org.  (Housing & Community Development) 

 

10.  Resume Building:  There are still a few openings in the Resume Building workshop for private sector and corporate resumes 

with Gabe Heilig.  This workshop consists of two sessions: the first next Wed. March 7 at 7:30 p.m., and the second on March 28.  

At the second session, individual resumes will be critiqued.  There will also be another set of workshops on Federal and public 

sector resumes.  Register by calling the library at 301-891-7259, or on-line at www.takomapark.info/library/registration.html.  

(Library) 

 

11.  Cultural Arts Showcase:  On Thursday, March 1, Recreation staff Dana Jackson and Lew McAllister attended the 2012 Cultural 

Arts Showcase. This event was held at the Howard County Center for the Arts in Ellicott City, MD. The Cultural Arts Showcase is 

sponsored by the Howard County Arts Council and the Maryland Recreation & Parks Association to assist organizations in 

identifying visual, literary and performing artists for workshops and performances. Staff had the opportunity to meet and view the 

work of over 45 performing artists that may be used as instructors for our Afternoon Addition and Summer Camp programs.  

(Recreation) 

 

12.  Tai Chi for Seniors:  Twenty-five Takoma Park seniors have filled to capacity, and thoroughly enjoyed, the popular Tai Chi 

class taught by volunteer instructor Kirk Talbott. This class ends in mid-March, however efforts to extend the class are underway for 

the spring. Updates to follow soon. For more information about this class, please contact Paula Lisowski, Seniors Program Manager, 

at PaulaL@takomagov.org or 301-891-7280.  (Recreation) 

 

13.  Get Fit For Summer!:  It is time to get in shape for the summer. Purchase a membership to the Fitness Room at Takoma Park 

Recreation Center today.  The Fitness Room is a hidden gem. We have elliptical machines, stair-climbers, upright bikes, recumbent 

bikes, treadmills, dumbbells and more. If you are looking for the perfect workout, then the Takoma Park Recreation Center Fitness 

Room is the place for you. Get a membership and get fit for summer. For more information, contact John Webster at 301-891-7289.  

(Recreation) 

 

14.  Officers in Training: 

-   On February 27 through March 2, Sgt. Tina Smith and Cpl. Doug Malarkey attended the second week of three for training 

entitled Leadership in Police Organizations hosted by the Montgomery County Police.   

-  On February 28, Sgt. Skibicki, Sgt. Gilbert, Sgt. Cipperly, Cpl. Pedersen, Pfc. Quante, Pfc. Atwell and Pvt. Sims attended training 

entitled CHAMP Child Maltreatment Training at the MPCTC Public Safety & Educational Training Center in Sykesville, Maryland.  

(Police) 

 

15.  Community Outreach Officer (Pfc. Carla Magnaye): 

-  On February 26, Community Outreach Officer Carla Magnaye conducted part one of a four-week safety workshop at the Takoma 

Park SDA Church; the topic is personal property security. 

-  On February 27, Community Outreach Officer Carla Magnaye conducted a safety presentation for the Takoma Park Volunteer Fire 

Departments baby-sitting course. 

-  On February 28, Community Outreach Officer Carla Magnaye visited Takoma Overlook (7300 block of New Hampshire Avenue) to 

meet the management staff to discuss concerns about tenant disputes. She conducted foot patrol in the 600 block of Houston 

Avenue and 8200 block of Houston Court. 

-  On March 1, Community Outreach Officer Carla Magnaye conducted morning business checks at the 8600/8000 blocks of Flower 

Avenue, 7000/6900 blocks of Carroll Avenue, 6900 block of Lauren Avenue, and 7400/6900/6400/6300 blocks of New Hampshire 

Avenue.  (Police) 

 

16.  Crime Report:  The most recent Takoma Park Police Weekly Crime Report (February 24 - March 1, 2012) may be viewed 

online at:  http://cathyplevy.blogspot.com/2012/03/takoma-park-police-department-weekly.html.  (Police)  

 

17.  Traffic Enforcement:  Officers conducted at least 79 traffic stops, which resulted in citations, five vehicle impounds, and one 

Driving Under the Influence (DUI) arrest from traffic. 

 

During February 21-27, 2012, the following details were completed: 

 

February 21, 2012 

-   7100 block of New Hampshire Avenue (passing school bus) conducted a 30-minute detail and issued two State citations. 

 

February 22, 2012 

-   1000 block of East West Highway (speeding) - conducted a 30-minute detail and issued two State citations. 



-   Takoma Langley Crossroads Area (tag reader/suspensions) conducted a detail at various times and issued 11 State citations. 

-   Erskine Street & 13th Place (stop sign enforcement) - conducted a 30-minute detail and issued one State citation. 

-   1000 block of East West Highway (speeding) - conducted a 60-minute detail and issued two State citations for speed and two 

other State citations. 

 

February 23, 2012 

-   7400 block of Carroll Avenue (speeding) - conducted a 60-minute detail and issued five State citations for speed and two other 

State citations. 

-   1000 block of East West Highway (speeding) - conducted a 90-minute detail and issued six State citations for speed, one other 

State citation and one warning. 

 

February 27, 2012 

-   Flower Avenue & Jackson Avenue (stop sign enforcement) - conducted a 30-minute detail and issued three State citations. 

-   1000 block of East West Highway (speeding) - conducted a 60-minute detail and issued two State citations for speed, one other 

State citation and one warning. 

-   7400 block of Carroll Avenue (speeding) - conducted a 60-minute detail and issued three State citations for speed and six other 

State citations. 

-   Takoma Langley Crossroads Area (tag reader/suspensions) conducted a detail at various times and issued 11 State citations. 

-   900 block of East West Highway (passing school bus) - conducted a 30-minute detail and issued two State citations. 

-   1000 block of East West Highway (speeding) - conducted a 60-minute detail and issued three State citations for speed and one 

other State citation.  (Police) 

 

18.  Traffic Officer Stats (Cpl.  Michelle Holmes): 

Week of February 24 March 1, 2012 

State Citations issued:  78 

City Citations issued:  3 

Safety Equipment Repair Orders:  4 

Warnings:  3 

Court:  5.5 hours 

(Police) 

 

 


